TO:


State Rehabilitation Council

FROM:


N. Baker




Administrative Staff




State Rehabilitation Council

SUBJECT:



NEXT MEETING

REMINDER: Deadline for written reports to be enlarged is two working days before the scheduled meeting. Otherwise, it will not be considered at the meeting.


The next Council meeting is scheduled for:




DATE: 

September 8th 2003




TIME:

4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.




PLACE:
TechAccess

110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite 1

Warwick, RI 


Parking is available at the facility. If transportation is an issue, please call.


Hope to see you on September 8th 2003


We ask that you use unscented personal care products - that you not wear perfume or scents - to an environmental illness accessible event. Please realize that what may seem to you to be a mild fragrance can constitute a toxic exposure for a person with environmental illness.

/nlb

Enclosures

RHODE ISLAND

STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL

TECHACCESS

MAY 13, 2003

MINUTES

REMINDER: Deadline for written reports to be enlarged is two working days before the scheduled meeting. Otherwise, it will not be considered at the meeting.

Present from State Rehabilitation Council: William Anderson, Jeanne Behie, Annette Bourbonniere, Paul Choquette, Robert Cooper, Joseph Ferreira, Elizabeth Graves, Roberta Greene, J. David Sienko, Michaela Stannard

Present from Agency Staff: Stephen Brunero, Raymond Carroll, Gary Wier

Honored Guest Present: Margaret Hoye

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
The Chair, A. Bourbonniere, called meeting to order; at 4:05, P.M. Introduction then took place.

2. ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA
M. Hoye requested to speak under Roundtable. Agenda was unanimously accepted.

3. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2003
W. Anderson opened a discussion into looking further at the minutes to ensure they are presented properly. Agreement as to future minutes being checked for oversights by Chair. 

MOTION

P. Choquette made a motion, seconded by M. Hoye, and unanimously approved, to accept the Minutes as submitted providing they were reviewed for structure and grammar.

4. CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT - A. BOURBONNIERE

Report Submissions. A. Bourbonniere stated that in the future, the submission of Committee reports and materials would be presented to N. Baker for distribution with the Minutes. The Chairperson would determine the timetable for this procedure after consultation with N. Baker. Communication of this timeframe will then be presented to the Council for approval.

Subcommittees. A. Bourbonniere reported that positions on the Committees have been established and any additional appointments shall continue to be accepted. M. Hoye and D. Sienko were added to the Nominating and Leadership Development Committee; M. Hoye added to the Bylaws Committee; W. Anderson added to the State Plan & Policy, A. Bourbonniere added to the Quality Assurance Committee.

Quality Satisfaction Survey. A. Bourbonniere reported that progress is being made in coordinating meetings with Jeanne Panarace regarding the satisfaction survey.

State Plan and Policy. A. Bourbonniere reported that the Policy Committee is currently reviewing seven policies and the drafted State Plan for 2004, submitted by G. Wier, and will assess and present their recommendations to The Office of Rehabilitation Services before the deadline for presentation at the public hearing on June 12th 2003.

Council Structure and Meetings. A. Bourbonniere reported that changes in the Membership of the Council have facilitated the need to investigate a restructuring of Terms for Members, creating cyclical overlaps geared to optimize the continuity of the Council's progress. In addition, meeting frequency and fiscal responsibilities will be evaluated.

5. Office of Rehabilitation; Administrative Director's Report - R. Carroll

Progress Update. R. Carroll reported that the Governor's Fiscal Fitness Initiative Representatives have met with the Office of Rehabilitation Services Administration Team, to start the Initiative within the Department. The Governor's Representatives were provided with pertinent information regarding ORS, including the organizational charts. Although this meeting was preliminary, the Governor's Representatives stated that the information provided was "above par" and further in-depth than other organizations, with elements such as, hotline numbers, readily accessible email information, and functional streamlining already in place at the Agency. R. Carroll invited A. Bourbonniere and Council Members to engage contact with the Governor's Fitness Council for further involvement.

R. Carroll reported that Stephen Brunero's former position has been filled thus elevating the Administrative gap, however personnel concerns are fundamentally crucial, with the Department having a shortfall of fifteen to sixteen vacancies (15-16), eight (8) of these being Senior Counselors. Despite the staffing shortfalls, the Office of Rehabilitation Services productivity is on target.

S. Brunero reported that the Agency is on target for applications with seventeen hundred and seventy two (1,172), which is fifty four percent (54%), a higher than average amount. Employment Plans are at fifty four percent (54%). Successful closures are at forty-one percent (41%), slightly below the Agency's goals. This may be due to the pattern of later closures towards the end of the year.


DISCUSSION RELATING TO DATA

Key points arose concerning the correlation and dissemination of data for further review of the Council and other partner agencies with expressed intent for continued improvement of outreach to the customer base.

Topics of data discussion:

* Increased outreach to customers enabling a more precise and up-to-date field of numbers

* Specific figures on student's vocational evaluation status (specifically regarding age)

* Integration of data from ORS with IDEA (cross-correlation of services with other initiatives)

* Primary data for the Transition Program to coordinate the launch of customers from educational levels into training, post-secondary education and career placements

Topics for outreach discussion:

* Need to work on and present for the Council's review, a memorandum of understanding for the Transition Partners

* Significance of working with all partners to coordinate phases of outreach

* Reaching last years identified need to increase intensity, frequency and identification for 504 coordinators and transition counselors to prevent shortfalls in this area, not withstanding the current fiscal shortfalls

* Proposed of a Work Group specifically addressing Transition Program

R. Carroll reported that on May 8th 2003, the House of Representative passes Bill H. R. 1261, as amended, by a vote of two hundred and twenty (220) to two hundred and four (204) pending with the expiration of the Act on August 8th 2003. He reported foreseeable difficulties with the proposed legislation as it was passed without amendments excluding Vocational Rehabilitation from the provisions that allow the appropriation of funds, at the discretion of the Governor, into a prescribed method(s) to garner additional resources from the Vocational Rehabilitation Program other than cost-sharing allocation. This will further stretch resources for the primary Public Vocational Rehabilitation Program, inevitably, adversely affecting the following: 

* Order of Selection

* Representation of Local Workforce Investment Board eliminating their local presence

* Rehabilitation Services Administration Commissioner downgrade from a Presidential appointment to a Secretarial appointment

* Reduction in resources for the Transition Program, specifically staff from Vocational Rehabilitation Agency to serve the Local Education Agencies
* Reduction of resources within the Learning Disabilities Project, cited for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program.

R. Carroll reported that The Office of Rehabilitation Services has Investor Agreements with the six One-Stops in Rhode Island and will deliver a weekly profile to the Council.

6. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
BYLAWS. W. Anderson reported that the Bylaws are current and up-to-date.

EMPLOYMENT. A. Bourbonniere reported that plans are in place to create a video featuring the Office of Rehabilitation Services Customers seeking employment and then make it available to prospective employers. The Committee will contact New England Institute of Technology to discuss a partnership with them in the production of the film. Tentative time frame for this project's completion is September 2003.
Additional support will be requested from Vicki at the Paul V. Sherlock Center.

LEGISLATIVE AND ADVOCACY. P. Choquette reported on the progress of the Medicaid buy-in Bill, stating that the Senate version had been heard and was expected to be passed after some "tweaking" in the language. The House version had not yet been heard nor scheduled for hearing. P. Choquette will inform the Council of the hearing schedule and will testify in favor of the Bill at the hearing.

NOMINATING AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT. R. Cooper reported that he has received three applications for membership and is anticipating two more.

QUALITY ASSURANCE. A. Bourbonniere reported that the Committee is readying for the next phase of assurances.
STATE PLAN AND POLICY. R. Greene reported that the Committee is currently reviewing seven policies and will have them ready before the June 12th deadline. The Committee will then review the State Plan.

7. STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL QUARTERLY REPORT – E. Graves

E. Graves reported on the work of the SILC Committees.

State Plan and Monitoring. A contract had been awarded to Acadia Management to conduct the Needs Assessment for the direction and support of the Independent Living three year State Plan. 

Legislative Advocacy. A position paper by the Legislative Advocacy Committee is being prepared and will be available on the website concerning Personal Care Assistants. An Independent Living workshop will be conducted by the Legislative Advocacy Committee, inviting non-profit, disability orientated organization to attend.

Leadership Development. The Statewide Independent Living Council is sponsoring the Youth Leadership Forum in 2003, for five thousand (5,000) dollars, which will sponsor three (3) young adults with disabilities at this forum.

Volunteers. The Mentoring Program has been initiated and a new Volunteer Orientation Training Manual has been developed to coordinate the program. 

E. Graves reported that an ad hoc Public Education and Outreach Committee, comprised of representatives from Centers for Independent Living, The Office of Rehabilitation Services, and The State Independent Living Council, have begun meeting via email. A radio campaign was organized and broadcasted in April 2003, to promote the Independent Living Centers and The State Independent Living Council.
E. Graves reported that support is needed for News Line. Funding is crucial since the grant was denied. A proposal for a one-cent surcharge on all phone calls is pending.

8. GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED – E. Graves
E. Graves reported that the vision-screening contract with Saving Sight of Rhode Island has been extended and during 2002, eighty-nine hundred and sixty six children have been served. 

E. Graves reported that plans to organize a summer camp are underway as well as fieldtrips and activities being under consideration. 

E. Graves reported that the Commission is meeting regularly seeking some definitive solutions regarding the lack of services for school age visually impaired children. 

9. BREAK OUT GROUPS

Legislation

Will develop a strategy for approval of the Medicaid buy-in, changes in the legislation making it more palatable. The expected impact will be something that fits in well with the Economic Development Plan for the State. The Committee will contact the Full Council with up-dates on the upcoming hearings.

Additionally, the Council should consider taking part in the public forums sponsored by the Governor; these meetings take the pulse of the State and are held at the end of July. This would be an informational assessment and resource tool for the Council.




MOTION

P. Choquette made a motion, seconded by D. Sienko, and approved with one abstention, B. Cooper, that the Council will sponsor a public forum, sharing acquired information from this forum with other Commissions.
Lastly, assist in disseminating information regarding the personnel concerns of The Office of Rehabilitation Services. 

MOTION

M. Hoye made a motion, seconded by E. Graves, and unanimously approved that the Chair will draft a letter with the assistance of the Legislative and Advocacy Committee to assist in the dissemination of the needs and concerns regarding filling vacated positions at The Office of Rehabilitation Services

Policy and State Plan

Will address the State Plan and Policies and direct any issues to the Full Council.

MOTION

D. Sienko made a motion, seconded by P. Choquette, and unanimously approved that the Policy Committee make the final recommendations regarding the State Plan and Policies and then forward to the Chair.

Council Structuring

Recommendation to send to Bylaws Committee, a change in the Bylaws to allow the Chair to have access and input to the budget process prior to submittal to the State.
Recommendations to send to Bylaws Committee; include additions or amendments to the language regarding the Terms for Chair of the State Rehabilitation Council. Condition; that one year of Chair's Term overlaps with the Chair Elect's Term to facilitate transition of the Office as well as Council continuity.

10. ROUNDTABLE

M. Hoye reported that Rhode Island College has a Memorial Fund; Maryellen Hoye Memorial Fund, available to any disabled person already attending undergraduate college, and maintaining a B plus average in the fields of Political Science or Sociology.

M. Hoye reported that The American Heart Association’s meeting group, Mended Hearts, is seeking speakers for its meeting. She will send information to S. Brunero.

M. Hoye reported difficulties with weather reporting on the local channels. Specifically; references made by Meteorologist to the color charts are not accessible to visually impaired individuals. This led to the discussion of a Health Department brochure regarding emergency situations that was supposed to be sent out. Question from this discussion; is this brochure available in other formats? M. Hoye will confer with G. Wier and follow up on this.

11. NEXT MEETING. The next meeting will be held on Monday, September 8th 2003

12. ADJOURNMENT.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:06 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,






N. L. Baker






Administrative Staff

State Rehabilitation Council

