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Rhode Island Youth Leadership Forum

Youth Leadership Forum

For Students with Disabilities

WHAT KIND OF STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN THE YOUTH LEADERSHIP FORUM?

Young People Who Have Disabilities and Who…

· Demonstrate Leadership Potential


· Demonstrate Academic Success


· Demonstrate Involvement in Extracurricular Activities (such as Sports, the Arts or Music)


· Demonstrate Community Involvement


· Demonstrate the Ability to Interact Effectively with Other Students


WHAT HAPPENS AT THE FORUM?

We…

1. Bring together young people with disabilities who demonstrate potential leadership qualities;

2. Share information with each other which is beneficial to the communities represented. Education programs will include such topics as “developing self-esteem,” “choosing a career,” “the history of disability as a culture,” and “assistive technology for independence.” Presenters who meet with the students include disability community leaders, legislators, and numerous other professionals;

3. Identify existing barriers to personal and professional success and develop plans to deal with those barriers;

4. Assist each student in developing a “personal leadership plan” which includes specific action plans for the students when they return to their communities.

(The forum includes small group discussions with fellow students, large group presentations by successful community leaders, a dance, a talent show, and a formal luncheon with community leaders, and a visit to the State House to meet with government officials.)

WHY HAVE THIS FORUM?

Young people with disabilities have more opportunities and more challenges than at any other time in our nation’s history.  With the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), they have unprecedented opportunities to fully develop as constructive, contributing members of our society.  However, many need encouragement to develop as leaders in their communities.  Our forum enables them to learn from each other and from successful adults with disabilities who are recognized leaders and role models.  Such a forum benefits not only the participants, but all young people with disabilities, our communities in general, and the adults who assist in producing the forum.

GOALS OF YOUTH LEADERSHIP FORUM

1. Invoke standards of human worth and success that value diversity and uniqueness and help each student gain greater appreciation of his or her particular strengths and personal style;


2. Expose the students to role models: successful adults with disabilities – athletes, artists, educators, and community leaders – who can share constructive experiences related to disability and who can credibly encourage the students to view themselves positively, set high goals for themselves, and pursue those goals confidently.


3. Teach principles of leadership and challenge the students to realize their own leadership potential:


4. Emphasize the importance of work in one’s life and underscore the assumption that the students have not only a right but a social obligation to realize their full career potential;


5. Help the students develop their academic, career, and leadership goals and help the students develop the assertiveness and self-presentation skills needed to achieve those goals;


6. Inform the students about various resources available to help them attain independence, positions of leadership, including sources of assistive technology, sources of community support, and the rights guaranteed under the Americans with Disabilities Act;


7. Encourage the students to learn from each other about living with a disability;


8. Inform the students that they need not experience their disabilities in isolation: the students quickly find their place in an active and cohesive community of disabled persons;


9. Make the students aware that they are links in the continuing history of disabled persons, a history that includes the efforts of disabled persons to establish their civil rights.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT STEPHEN BRUNERO, DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES

DHS/OFFICE OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

40 FOUNTAIN STREET

PROVIDENCE, RI 02903

401.421.7005 EXT.354

401.421.7016 [TDD]

401.222.3574 [FAX]

WWW.ORS.RI.GOV
























