
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting September, 2011  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes, Sheila Moffat, Paul Autote,  Susan Silva, Lynn Paola, Regina 
Connor, and Paula Berard.   Rosemary Lavigne participated via conference call. 
 
Called to order:  9:00 a.m. 
 
President’s Report:  Ms. Hughes stated that she submitted our yearly report to the 
Regional Board.  She is going to try to make the next Regional meeting which is to take 
place in Mystic, Connecticut. 
 
Secretary's Minutes:  August minutes were presented and accepted as corrected.   
 
Treasurer’s report:  Joseph Murphy was not present and therefore there was no 
Treasurer's report. 
 
Committee Reports  

 
Program Committee:  

 Ms. Hughes stated that the awards nomination forms went out and we only got one 
nomination from OSCIL.  She asked the Board members if they could think of 
anyone else that could fit the various categories.  Ms. Paola stated that the Radison 
Hotel is all set for the meeting, and that she needed to move on getting the trophies 
and plaques for the presentations.  After some discussion, several names were 
presented as nominations.  The breakfast will take place on October 28th.  Ms. Paola 
stated that we would have about 40 people in attendance.  Our Yoga Laughter 
presenter will start at 9:00 to about 10:00 a.m.  Breakfast will follow at about 10:30 
and then the awards at 11:00 a.m.  Ms. Hughes stated that she would create the flyers 
and distribute them to obtain more participation.  Ms Berard is checking on the 
speaker for our Annual Meeting in January.  We are looking at presenting on 
environmental and chemical pollutants.  Ms Berard has contacted two nurses who do 
these presentations and will have an outline of the presentation for our next Board 
meeting.  

  
Membership 
Mr. Autote spoke about the need to get our message out to a greater audience.  Our 
present website is very difficult for anyone to find.  Our new Committee member, 
Danielle Hetu, gave the committee a new perspective on how we could market our 
membership better.  It was suggested that we have our own website separate from the 
ORS site.  Estimates seem to be that it would cost RIRA about $10 a month to 
maintain a new website.  Our current design could be easily transferred over to the 
new one so that we would not have to start over again.  Ms Dougherty has a contact 
who could help us to do the transfer and also to help maintain the site.  The Board 
seemed to be in agreement with this idea.  Ms Hetu also suggested that we improve 
our recruitment efforts by telling people about the Health Insurance benefits, and 
other less known benefits. 
 



Community Involvement:    
Ms. Silva reported that we have around 16 people who may be going to the Newport 
Playhouse on September 30th.  She was collecting payments for those who gave a 
definite commitment to attend.   

 
Old Business:  None 
 
New business: None 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, October 18th,  9:00 a.m. at ORS. 
 
Adjourned: 10:00 am 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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