Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association
Board Meeting September, 2012

Present: Linda Hughes, Paul Autote, Sheila Moffat, Paula Berard, Susan Silva,
Elizabeth Champagne, Danielle Hetu, Regina Connor, Sharon Thistlewaite-Morra, and
Joseph Murphy.

Called to order: 9:10 a.m.
President’s Report: None
Secretary's Minutes: Minutes were approved for August.

Treasurer’s report: Mr. Murphy reported that he had not yet gone to Citizen's Bank to
explore our on-line banking and credit card options. He distributed the Treasurer's
Report to the Board. Our checking account balance for September was $3,747.27, and
our accounts now total $11,430.65. There were no questions about the report and the
Board voted to accept the report.

Committee Reports:

Program Committee:

Ms. Berard volunteered to be the chair of this Committee and they had their first
meeting. They met to discuss upcoming events, and to get organized. Ms. Berard
reports that she has had many volunteers to her committee and that helps to make it
easier for her and everyone involved. More reports from this Committee next
meeting.

Membership

In keeping with attracting new members, Ms. Silva suggested a get-together at the
Newport Playhouse. Members expressed some interest and she will send out an e-
mail with the details. It was also suggested that payment for the event be collected
before reserving the tickets. The proposed play date is October 26th.

Mr. Autote stated that he had contacted Dr. Peter from Salve Regina and that she was
willing to send any information about RIRA on to her students. She also stated that
she would welcome someone coming over to give the students a presentation about
RIRA.

There was a suggestion about changing the times for our Board meetings so that more
people could attend. There was some discussion about this, and Ms. Hughes stated
she would get everybody's preferences via e-mail.

Ms. Hetu suggested that we have an afternoon meeting quarterly, along with a meet
and greet time afterwards. It was suggested that we may want to have a meeting at
the new Salve Regina location in Warwick. This would give us exposure to the
students there and possibly attract new members. Mr. Autote to ask Dr. Peter if we
may have a room for our meeting.

Community Involvement:



Mr. Murphy suggested that we consider the Spinal Cord Agency as a possible site to
support. Ms. Hetu suggested an initiative called DVDs for Vets. There was some
discussion about both, but no decisions were made by the Board.

Legislative:
Ms. Connors reported that the group has not yet met. She reported that she is going to
attend the Governor's Legislative Committee which will be looking for ideas to bring
forth as a legislative agenda for the upcoming General Assembly session. She will report
back to the Board on their activity.

Old Business:
Ms. Connors stated that she would review the by-laws. She called for an Ad Hoc
Committee to help her in this task. Several members volunteered and agreed to discuss
the by-laws via e-mail, and to hopefully report back to the Board by next meeting.
New business:
None

Next meeting: To be held on October 16th at 9:00 a.m. at ORS Office.

Adjourned: 10:0 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
ggauf % %utote
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