Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association
Board Meeting October, 2012

Present: Linda Hughes, Paul Autote, Sheila Moffat, Paula Berard, Susan Silva,
Elizabeth Champagne, Danielle Hetu, Regina Connor, Sharon Thistlewaite-Morra, Karen
Dougherty, Lynn Paola, Kayleigh McCarthy, and Christine Yankee.

Called to order: 9:00 a.m.
President’s Report: None

Secretary's Minutes: September 2012 minutes were approved by attending Board
members.

Treasurer’s report: Mr. Murphy was unable to attend this meeting and therefore there
was no report. There was some discussion about the format of the financial reporting.
Some members felt that the report should reflect all current financial activities.
Discussion was tabled for another meeting.

Committee Reports:

Program Committee:

Ms. Berard announced to the members that she will be stepping down as chair in
March due to family concerns that demand her attention. All members felt that she
has done a wonderful job in the short time that she has volunteered to be the chair of
this Committee.

Ms. Berard stated that the Committee has picked November 14th for our program on
Vets and Rehabilitation. She stated that she has gotten Mr. Evangelista from the VA
and others to be on a veteran's panel discussing the state of veterans in RI, services
available and the unmet needs such as employment and barriers. Ms. Hughes will be
working on the mailing list, and Ms. McCarthy is working on the red, white, and blue
invitations. Since the event will be held at Save The Bay, the catering company
needs to be a green company. Whole Foods will be serving a continental breakfast.
There was much discussion about the cost to attend. The Board voted to set the
member cost at $25 and non-members at $35.

Ms. Berard stated that the Committee had not discussed the Annual meeting which is
to take place sometime in January. The Committee is to meet following this meeting
and they will be addressing this topic at that time.

Membership

Ms. Silva reported that only three people responded that they would attend the
proposed Newport Playhouse play which was to be on October 26th. Due to the lack
of interest, the outing was cancelled. Members felt that maybe we could try this
again in March or April.

Mr. Murphy has volunteered to do a RIRA presentation for Salve Regina's students
enrolled in the Rehabilitation Master's program. Dr. Peter, the program's director has
given her approval for this and they will be picking at date for the presentation.



Community Involvement:
Ms. Dougherty presented to the Board an idea to sponsor the RI State Independent Living
Council. The idea is to fund shirts which they would wear at their events. The shirts
would list RIRA as a sponsor. The idea was tabled until the next meeting when Ms.
Dougherty could give the Board more information about the cost of the shirts.
Another idea about sponsoring a play called "Bob the Show." This is being presented by
a theater group in NY City. The play is about disability and dysfunctional living. There
would be a sponsor fee of $500. There was some discussion about partnering with
another agency like ReFocs and pay half each. There were questions about whether they
would perform in RI and when. In addition, nobody has seen the presentation and there
was some concern about how the show is presented. Ms. Hetu stated that she would
speak to the RI Council of Mental Health to see if they knew of the show. Ms. Hughes
will also speak to ORS to see if they had information as well.
Ms. Hetu spoke about DVD for Vets. This program collects DVD or DVD players for
vets who may be homebound, in hospitals, or veteran's homes. Ms. Hetu is trying to get
more drop boxes in different locations throughout the state. Our November Vets
presentation will have members bring in DVDs.

Legislative:
Ms. Connors reported that the Governor's Legislative Committee which she is on, will be
looking at Public Forums and categorize topics/issues. Work groups will be formed on
these issues and they will report back on the 29th for approval to go forth. Regina will
report back to the RIRA Board at the next meeting.
Ms Connors also reported that at the last Board meeting they reviewed the Legislative
Process. This may be a good workshop/presentation for our January meeting. More to
come on this.
Ms. Connors also did great work on the RIRA bylaws. She review the old laws and sent
out suggested updates to the laws to RIRA members who expressed an interest. Ms.
Connors reviewed each Article during this meeting and explained the changes to the
members. The Board decided to hold this topic until the next meeting.

Old Business:
Ms. Hughes will be speaking to ORS about the fee structure which RIRA uses to charge

ORS for their counselors to attend various trainings which RIRA sponsors. Ms. Moffat
will also speak to Jen Fiske, ORS Training Supervisor.

New business:

Ms. Paola will speak to Mr. Murphy about a way to change the RIRA budget report to
better reflect expenses so that each Committee will know what they may be allowed to
spend to various functions.



Ms. Moffat also made copies of Robert's Rules of Order for RIRA Board members.
Next meeting: To be held on November 20th at 9:00 a.m. at ORS Office.

Adjourned: 10:0 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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