
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting November, 2011  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes,  Paul Autote,  Lynn Paola, Sheila Moffat, Joe Murphy, Paula 
Berard, and Regina Connor.   
 
Called to order:  9:07 a.m. 
 
President’s Report:  Ms. Hughes stated that she did not have a report at this time.   
 
Secretary's Minutes:  October minutes were submitted and accepted as presented.   
 
Treasurer’s report:  Joseph Murphy handed out copies of the updated financials.  RIRA 
has $4,763.49 in checking account.  He stated that he still has to pay about $458 for the 
plaques that were presented at our October meeting.  Our CD at Citizens Bank totals 
$11,430.65, and Joe stated that the interest we got was $250 which he said was a low 
rate.   
 
 
Committee Reports  

 
Program Committee:  

 Board members all agreed that the Breakfast meeting in October went very well.  
Attendees seemed to enjoy the Yoga Laughter presentation, and the award recipients 
were all very grateful for the recognition.  A suggestion was made that we should see 
about funding the Yoga Laughter presentation for ORS clients who are enrolled in the 
3 day JSS workshop.  Ms Moffat stated that Representative Palumbo requested to 
make an appearance at one of our Board meetings to thank us in person. 

 Ms Berard stated that she secured the speaker on Chemical Sensitivity for our January 
meeting.  She said it would be a one hour presentation.  The Radison has been 
reserved for January 12th from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m..  Mr. Murphy has agreed to 
supplement the presentation by covering the Vocational Rehabilitation aspects of the 
disability.  A question was raised about whether we should send out notices to the 
VNAs for possible attendees, and also to Mr. Bob Cooper who could also get the 
message out to a greater audience.  It was discussed that we should have coffee and 
pastries from 8:30-9:30 at each table, before the breakfast.  Since this was a business 
meeting, it was suggested that we ask Danielle Hetu to speak about the benefits of 
being a RIRA member from her private sector perspective. 

 Ms. Hughes also reminded the Board that we will need to have elections at the 
meeting to fill 3 positions.  Ms. Connor volunteered to head up the election 
committee. 
 
 
Membership 
Mr. Autote stated that the committee was still waiting for assistance from the 
volunteer student to set up our new web site.  Ms. Moffat stated that the student will 
be ready shortly.  Mr. Autote  also stated the he would like to reach out to the VA 
Regional office in Providence for potential new members.  The VA currently has a 



few counselors who were former ORS counselors.  They are also going to add on 
more staff.  He will check into getting a contact person there to see that our brochures 
are distributed to all.   Mr. Autote stated that there are many students from the masters 
program at Salve who would be potential members.  He stated that he would talk to 
Dr. Peter about having brochures at their classroom/offices in Pawtucket.   
 
 
Community Involvement:    
There was a suggestion that we have a collection of toiletries for our soldiers.  We 
could collect these at our January meeting.  Board members felt that this was a very 
good idea. 
  

Old Business:  Mr. Murphy is getting ready for our tax business coming up shortly. 
 
 
New business: None 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, December 20th,  9:00 a.m. at T's Restaurant. 
 
 
Adjourned: 9:50 am 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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