
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting November, 2012  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes, Paul Autote,  Sheila Moffat, Joe Murphy,  Danielle Hetu, 
Regina Connor, Sharon Thistlewaite-Morra, Karen Dougherty, Lynn Paola, and Christine 
Yankee.   
 
Called to order:  9:05 a.m. 
 
President’s Report:  None 
 
Secretary's Minutes:  October 2012 minutes were approved by attending Board 
members. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Mr. Murphy was able to attend this meeting and gave the Board a 
report showing that our budget expenses were in line with our approved overall budget.  
Mr. Murphy stated that his full report would be ready for our next meeting.   
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
      Program Committee:  

Board members in attendance were in agreement that our recent VA Training event 
was a success and was attended by about 25 people.  The training was very 
informative and served to establish a closer relationship with those staff and veterans 
working in the VA system.   
The RIRA annual meeting date was set as January 30, 2013.  It will be a breakfast 
meeting possibly at the Radison Hotel.  Ms. Connor stated that she is trying to 
solidify the training on The Legislative Process an Overview.  She is going to try to 
get someone from the State House to speak on this topic.  She is also going to try to 
get Dr. Peter from Salve Regina's Rehabilitation Program to speak on how the 
legislation may impact on our profession.  During our annual meeting, we will also 
need to do the annual elections. 
The Committee is also looking at a Meet and Greet for some time in March. 
A possible day- long conference is also being proposed for sometime next Fall.  
 
Membership 
No new news was available at this time. 
 
Community Involvement:    

      Ms. Dougherty reported to the Board that the RI State Independent Living Council  
was looking at the purchase of Polo shirts as a means of getting sponsorship.  We would 
be looking at about 15 shirts of various sizes.  Ms. Dougherty was unsure of the cost of 
these shirts.  The RIRA Board agreed that this would be a worthwhile endeavor for us to 
sponsor.  The SILC would wear these shirts to their various conferences and about the 
community.  Our logo would be on the shirts promoting our support.  The Board took a 
vote and approved spending a maximum of $225. for this cause.   
Another idea about sponsoring a play called "Bob the Show"  was put on hold as we do 
not have enough information to make a decision.   



         Legislative: 
Ms. Connor reported that the Governor's Legislative Committee which she is on, did not 
meet as scheduled on October 29th due to the hurricane hitting the region.  It was 
rescheduled for November 5th, but Ms. Connor was unable to attend.  Ms. Connor stated 
that she would get the minutes of that meeting for us.   
 
       Old Business:   
Ms. Connors also did great work on the RIRA bylaws draft.  Several members 
commented on some other changes.  It was agreed to change the proposed mission to 
reflect the language of the National Organization.  It was also agreed to add back some of 
the committees that were previously deleted.  Among those committees were the Awards 
and Nomination Committees.  Ms Connor will make the changes for our next meeting.   
 
There was some discussion about our Budget.  Ms. Hughes explained the Income and 
Expenses ends on 12/31/12, and that the Board will have a complete report at our 
December meeting.  In January, the Board will need to vote on a new Budget.  Line items 
and descriptions were requested to be added to the report for our new Budget year.  Ms. 
Hughes stated that she would sent out an e-mail to all for ideas on new items to be 
included in the Budget reporting. 
    
   
     New business: 
 
Ms. Hetu raised the question of changing the hour of our meeting time.  It seems that 
sometimes we go over the hour.  A possible solution would be to add some scheduled 
time to the length of our meeting times.  No action taken at this time. 
Ms. Paola raised the question of using some clients to do occasional work for RIRA when 
we have appropriate need for help in certain activities.  Ms. Hetu commented that this 
may also provide some agencies with assessment opportunities.  Some concerns about 
whether we should call the activity a volunteer activity or not were raised.  The Board 
decided to table the idea as there is a need to discuss this further. 
  
Next meeting:  To be held on December 18th  at 9:00 a.m. This will be our annual 
breakfast meeting.  The location is under consideration at this time and members will be 
notified as to the location.  
 
Adjourned:   10:20 a.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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