
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting May, 2012  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes,  Paul Autote,  Sheila Moffat, Karen Dougherty, Regina Connor, 
Danielle Hetu, Susan Silva, Lynn Paola, Paula Berard, Joe Murphy, Christine Yankee, 
Elizabeth Champagne, and Kayleigh McCarthy.   
 
Called to order:  9:00 a.m. 
 
President’s Report:  Ms. Hughes stated that she did not have a report at this time.   
 
Secretary's Minutes:  Minutes were approved for April. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Mr. Murphy stated that there was a computer glitch and some of 
the information was lost.  He was able to print out a report showing that the balance was 
accurate.  The report was accepted by Board vote.  
 
 
Committee Reports  
 

Program Committee:  
The members were informed that the IL Conference had been cancelled.  There was 
some discussion about having our own conference or maybe with OSCIL.  A 
September program was suggested.  Ms. Champagne suggested a holistic approach to 
treatment of Anxiety Disorders.  Treatment like Hypnosis or Acupuncture were 
possibilities.  In looking for a presenter, a check of some of the colleges or the 
Learning Connection were suggested.  Ms. Hughes suggested that a committee be 
formed to research this topic.  Ms. Connor, Ms. McCarthy, and Ms. Champagne were 
volunteers for this committee. 
The June topic of training on Health Reform was brought up, but nobody was able to 
find speakers on this topic.  Ms. Hughes stated she would check until May 30th for 
presenters. 
In looking for appropriate topics of interest for all members and potential members, it 
was suggested that we do a survey of needs.  Survey Monkey was suggested as a 
good way to do the survey.  Ms. McCarthy stated that she would help with the Survey 
Monkey task, but that we need to develop appropriate questions for the survey.  
Members will think of questions for our next meeting. 
There was also some discussion about utilizing Facebook to get our message out to a 
greater population.  Ms. Hetu and Ms. McCarthy agreed to research this for the 
Board.  They will also ask Sharon DiPinto for a current listing of CRP agencies 
currently on e-mail list serve. 
 
 
Membership 
There has been a problem with getting the web site going as the payment needed to be 
with a credit card.  Mr. Murphy will be trying to resolve this issue. 
There is a need for a current membership listing.  This has been a problem with the 
National not being able to send us current or accurate information.  Mr. Autote stated 
that he would try sending an e-mail to the National to secure this information. 



 
Community Involvement:    
It was suggested also that RIRA should have a team to participate in Goodwill's 
annual walk which will possibly take place sometime in September.  Members 
seemed to think that this was a good idea, but it was too soon to develop a team for 
the walk right now. 
Ms. Connor stated that the legislative committee has had difficulty with the initial 
meeting.  There was nothing to report at this time.   
 

Old Business:  None 
 
 
New business: Mr. Autote asked if our by-laws had been updated.  Ms. Connor thought 
that this had been done and would check for our next meeting.  Our web site still has the 
old by-laws listed. 
 
Next meeting:  To be held on June 19th at 9:00 a.m. at ORS  
 
Adjourned: 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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