Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association
Board Meeting March, 2011

Present: Linda Hughes, Paul Autote, Lynn Paola, Kathleen Neun, Karen Dougherty,
Susan Silva, Joe Murphy, and Paula Berard. Regina Connor was able to call in for
teleconference.

Called to order: 9:10 am
Minutes: February minutes were presented and accepted.

Treasurer’s report: Joseph Murphy was not able to complete a report for this meeting.
He did say that he anticipated that we would realize a profit of $600-$700 from the
training at our annual meeting.

President’s Report: Ms. Hughes stated that she received the paperwork from the
Secretary of State's Office to register as a non-profit entity.

Committee Reports

Program Committee:

e Ms. Silva reported that it would be too late to plan our awards presentation for
the spring. After some discussion, it was proposed that we plan this type of
award presentation for September of October. It was also proposed that we
combine this with a breakfast meeting or training possibly at the Radison.
Further discussion will be planned at our next Board meeting.

[ ]

Nomination Committee:

The work of the nominating Committee is now complete. No report needed.

Membership

e Paul Autote reported that the new membership brochure was now with
Sharon DiPinto. Sharon will be trying to reduce the brochure to allow for
easier use in distribution.

e The Membership Committee did meet once since last Board meeting. Ms.
Moffat and Ms. Dougherty will be working on getting a list of ORS staff who
are not members of RIRA at this time. Once we have this, we will send out
our brochures and contact counselors for follow-up information.

e We are also going to compile a list of community based organization and
proceed with targeted mailings in an effort to increase membership.

e Paul is starting a list serve of RIRA members so that our minutes can be sent
to them on a regular basis. We hope that this will also increase some interest
in our activities and encourage more Board participation

e Paul, Sheila Moffat and Karen Dougherty also met to continue to coordinate a
website for RIRA, which has been set up by Sharon DiPinto through ORS.
The address of which is www.ors.ri.gov/rira.html. The board meeting minutes
are now current.




Community Involvement:

e Ms. Paola presented several ideas which would increase our fundraising
activities.

¢ One idea was to have a yard sale. This time of year many organizations
have fundraising activities. Maybe we could partner with OSCIL when
they have their yard sale. Ms. Paola stated that she could store donated
items until the day of the sale. Ms. Paola will check further to see if we
could join forces with OSCIL and report at next meeting.

e Ms. Paola also thought that we could join with the ORS Health &
Wellness Committee to plan an evening at the Paw Sox Game. She will
contact that committee and let us know. Possibly June or July would be a
good time for this type of activity.

e Lastly, Ms. Paola suggested a Laughter Yoga Workshop. Ms Paola knows
Chris Balenger who does this type of workshop. She usually charges $60
per hour. There was a discussion about possibly combining this with
another training on stress or burn out prevention. More information will
be provided at the next Board meeting.

Old Business: Ms. Hughes stated that a check for $150 was sent to the presenter at our
annual meeting.

New business: none
Next meeting: Tuesday, April 26, 9:00 am, in the 5™ floor conference room at ORS.

Adjourned: 10:00 am

Respectfully submitted,
gjauf 1;% v;%utote
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