
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting June, 2011  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes, Sheila Moffat, Paul Autote, Karen Dougherty, Regina Connor, 
Susan Silva, and Kathleen Neun.   
 
Called to order:  9:07 a.m. 
 
President’s Report:  Ms. Hughes stated that she did not have anything new to report. 
 
Secretary's Minutes:  April minutes were presented and accepted.   
 
Treasurer’s report:  Joseph Murphy was not present for this meeting, and a report was 
not submitted.   
 
Committee Reports  

 
Program Committee:  

 Ms. Silva will be getting the awards forms out for nominations. Nomination forms 
will be sent to the current list of RIRA members, and CRP Agencies.  There was 
some discussion about including the newly created RIRA Brochure and application 
along with the nomination forms.  All thought this was a good idea.  Susan stated that 
she wanted the nominations in by August 1st.  
Ms. Berard is to check on the Yoga Laughter presenter for our awards presentation. 
We need to pick a date for the awards presentation so that she can see if the presenter 
is able to come.  
 
 
Membership 
Ms. Moffat reported that she and Ms. Dougherty distributed the brochures at ORS to 
existing members and to counselors who are not currently enrolled in RIRA.  There 
was very limited participation and as a result they only have a couple of contact 
names and agencies.  The Board agreed that we need to have ORS Administration 
more involved in promoting RIRA membership.  Ms. Connor stated that maybe we 
should show administration that we are supporting CSAVR in the effort to get the 
new WIA Reauthorization passed.  The Board thought this was a good idea.  Ms. 
Connor will draft a support letter for Board approval.  Ms. Moffat will try again to 
speak with Steve Brunero about agency support.   
 
 
Community Involvement:    
Ms. Hughes stated that RIRAs participation in the yard sale netted OSCIL about 
$387.  The 6th floor at ORS was the winner, collecting 400 lbs for the yard sale.  
They will be the recipients of a pizza party.  Since this was a success, we will be 
doing this on an annual basis with OSCIL. 
Other ideas presented included:  Ms Moffat suggested a Bay Queen event, and Ms. 
Silva thought an evening at the Newport Playhouse would be nice.  More information 
will be gathered about both ideas. 



 
 

Old Business:  None 
 
New business: Ms. Connor suggested that RIRA sponsor one of the upcoming Public 
Forums.  Apparently there are various sponsors for these meetings, and this would be a 
way to showcase RIRA.  Board approved  this idea.  Regina will be doing the prep work 
to set this up.     
It was also suggested that our RIRA meeting schedule be posted on our website.  Mr. 
Autote will check with Sharon to see if this can be accomplished. 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, June 19th,  9:00 am, in the 5th floor conference room at ORS. 
 
Adjourned: 10:00 am 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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