
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting June, 2011  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes, Sheila Moffat, Paul Autote, Karen Dougherty, Susan Silva, 
Joseph Murphy, Linda Paola, and Paula Berard.  
 
Called to order:  9:00 a.m. 
 
President’s Report:  Ms. Hughes stated that she did not have anything new to report. 
 
Secretary's Minutes:  June minutes were presented and accepted.   
 
Treasurer’s report:  Joseph Murphy gave the Board a copy of the Treasurer's Report, 
but stated that it was not complete at this time.  The report basically indicated that our 
checking account balance was $4,872.49.  Mr. Murphy stated our  balance cannot fall 
below $3,000 at this bank without some penalties. He will look into other banks for 
possible better options.  The report was accepted as incomplete, and Mr. Murphy will 
have an updated copy for our next meeting.   
 
Committee Reports  

 
Program Committee:  

 Ms. Silva stated that the awards nomination forms went out by internet.  She needs 
the complete list of contacts in order to send out the hardcopies via US mail.  A 
possible date of Oct 28th was presented for the awards, but more information will be 
needed before date will be finalized.  Ms. Silva stated that she would send out the 
nominations and include the newly created RIRA Brochure 

 Ms. Berard is to check on the Yoga Laughter presenter for our awards presentation. 
We need to pick a date for the awards presentation so that she can see if the presenter 
is able to come.  

 Ms. Berard suggested a presentation on Fragrance Free Environments for our January 
Meeting.  She handed out a sheet she created with several possible topics on 
Fragrance Free Environments.  The presentation was estimated to be about an hour 
and a half.  Input from Board members included adding employment implications, 
ethical considerations, and disclosure to Ms. Berard's list.  Mr. Murphy stated he 
would try to find other presenters for the employment implications. 
 
 
Membership 
The membership committee did not have anything new to present for this meeting. 
 
 
Community Involvement:    
Ms. Silva suggested an evening at the Newport Playhouse for dinner and a play.  
Board members agreed to try to set the date for this evening on September 30th.  
Other previous ideas revealed that the Bay Queen no longer is available, and the Paw 
Sox was also ruled out. 

 



 
Old Business:  None 
 
New business: Ms. Connor had suggested at our last meeting that RIRA sponsor one of 
the upcoming Public Forums.  Apparently there are various sponsors for these meetings, 
and this would be a way to showcase RIRA.  Board had approved  this idea, and Ms. 
Hughes suggested that the Board approve a contribution of $100.  The motion was passed 
by the Board and approved.   
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, August 16th,  9:00 am, in the 5th floor conference room at ORS. 
 
Adjourned: 10:00 am 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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