
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting February, 2011  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes, Paul Autote, Sheila Moffat, Lynn Paola, Kathleen Neun, and 
Paula Berard.  Since there was no telephone in the eighth floor conference room at ORS, 
no members were able to call in for teleconference. 
 
Called to order:  9:07 am 
 
Minutes:  December minutes were presented and accepted.  January minutes were not 
available for this meeting.   
 
Treasurer’s report:  Joseph Murphy was not present for this meeting.  Linda Hughes 
reported that RIRA was scheduled to collect $1,200 from our Annual Meeting in January.  
There was an unexpected costs incurred.  There was a $290 bill for the Deaf/Blind 
interpreter. Ms. Hughes stated that she would try to speak with ORS to defray this cost.  
In addition, Ms. Moffat stated that Guest Speaker, Marion Madison, that presented on 
Ethics originally did not ask for any fee.  Recently, however, Ms. Moffat received an e-
mail from Ms. Madison requesting a fee.  After some discussion, the Board voted to give 
Ms. Moffat the authority to send Ms. Madison a fee of $100-$200.  Ms. Moffat will 
research the usual and customary fee for college presenters, but is not to exceed the $200 
limit approved by the Board.  
 
President’s Report:  Ms. Hughes did not have a report since she has only been President 
for one week.   
 
Committee Reports  

 
Program Committee:  
 Ms. Hughes reported that we had a successful election at our annual meeting.  

Ms. Linda Hughes was elected as President.  Ms. Sheila Moffat was elected as 
President-Elect, followed by Mr. Paul Autote elected as Secretary, and Mr. 
Joseph Murphy to remain as our Treasurer.  Ms. Rosemary Lavigne and Ms. 
Susan Silva were  re-elected to serve on our Board of Directors along with 
newly elected Ms. Lynn Paola, Ms. Kathleen Neun, and Ms. Paula Berard. 

 Ms. Hughes raised the question about what type of training could we find for 
the Spring Awards Program.  Susan Silva has been excellent with organizing 
this program in past years, and there was consensus that she be called upon to 
leas this again this year.  The possible topics of humor and wellness were 
offered and the Board decided to put this on the agenda for our next meeting. 
  

Nomination Committee: 
The work of the nominating Committee is now complete.  The Board thanked all 
the committee members for doing a fine job. 

 
Membership   
 Paul Autote  reported that the new membership brochure was completed and 

distributed at the annual meeting.  Unfortunately, the brochure was printed on 



8x10 paper for this meeting.  Paul had not gotten the brochure to Ms. Sharon 
DiPinto in time for her to decrease the size to normal brochure size.  Board 
members at the annual meeting commented that the brochure was well done, 
and included information that was needed to attract  new members. Ms. 
DiPinto will be working on reducing the size, and will hopefully be able to 
print some samples for our next Board meeting.  Ms. Moffat stated that she 
and the membership committee felt that it would be helpful to also include a 
membership application in the brochure.  The Board discussed the possibility 
of changing some of the graphics so that it would not take so much ink to print 
our brochures.  Paul asked if the RIRA budget would allow for expenditure of 
funds for printing these brochures.  Ms. Hughes believed that this was an 
allowable expense.  

  Paul, Sheila Moffat and Karen Dougherty also met to continue to coordinate a 
website for RIRA, which has been set up by Sharon DiPinto through ORS.  
The address of which is www.ors.ri.gov/rira.html.  The board meeting minutes 
are not current, and Paul asked Linda if we could start with this month's 
minutes and continue on from there.  The Board felt that this would be 
practical since prior Board minutes were not all available.  There was a 
discussion about adding pictures to our website, and all felt that this would be 
a good idea.  The website obviously needs more work, and the Membership 
committee will continue to work on making improvements. 

.  
Community Involvement:  
It was suggested that RIRA participate in some fundraising activities by joining 
other host groups with mutual goals.  It was suggested that these activities should 
be activities which are fun, and that RIRA could field teams to join.  All board 
members present agreed to think about this for our next meeting. 
 

Old Business:  none 
 
New business:  none 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, March 15,  9:00 am, in the 5th floor conference room at ORS. 
 
Adjourned: 10:45 am 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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