
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting August, 2012  

 
Present:  Paul Autote,  Sheila Moffat, Paula Berard, Susan Silva, Christine Yankee, 
Elizabeth Champagne, Danielle Hetu, and Regina Connor.   
 
Called to order:  9:08 a.m. 
 
President’s Report:  None 
 
Secretary's Minutes:  Minutes were approved for June. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Mr. Murphy was not present for this meeting, therefore no report.   
 
 
Committee Reports  
 

Program Committee:  
Ms. Moffat called for volunteers to chair this Committee.  Ms. Berard volunteered to 
be the chair of this Committee.  There were also some Board members who 
volunteered to serve on the Committee.  They will be meeting soon to discuss 
upcoming events. 
Ms. Moffat noted that our web site was not up yet as we are still trying to get credit 
card to pay for the site. 
 
 
Membership 
Ms Moffat stated that the Committee met as a group and discussed focusing in on 
reaching out to other agencies to invite new members.  Further plans to accomplish 
this is in the making.   
Ms. Hetu stated that she was able to get three new students to sign up for RIRA 
memberships.  She felt that more students may want to also join, but we need to be 
able to reach out to them.  Mr. Autote stated that he would send Dr. Peter from Salve 
Regina, an e-mail asking her if we could access a list of students. 
The Board members talked about having one of our Board meetings open to anyone 
so as to encourage more volunteers on our various Committees.  No decision was 
made on this topic. 
 
 
Community Involvement:    
Ms. Yankee stated that the date for the Goodwill walk has still not been set yet.   
 
The legislative committee has not met yet.  Ms. Connor is still trying to arrange their 
first meeting.   
 

      Old Business:   
      Ms. Champagne stated that the proposed speaker (hypnotist) for the day-long 
conference in October has not expressed an interest.  She suggested the Yoga Instructor 



that presented for us before.  Apparently he works at a Wellness Center, and the other 
professionals in the group may also be interested in presenting as a group. 
 
Ms. Hetu suggested a presentation from a wheelchair dance group that she knows.  She 
also suggested looking into the Salve Regina Holistic Counseling Program for some 
suggestions.   
 
Another suggestion from the Board was to have various booths where professionals can 
explain and advertise their specialties. 
 
No further discussion on this topic. 
 
Ms. Hetu stated that she did post one item taken from NRA and placed it on our new face 
book site.  This raised some discussion about who may be able to post on our site.  
Should all Board members have this authority or should the Board appoint a few 
Administrators of the site.   
This discussion let to a discussion about face book and other social media as a possible 
topic for a presenter maybe at a later time.  Ms. Moffat stated she would check with a 
presenter from Providence College who had presented on the ethics of this media. 
 
Lastly, Mr. Autote asked about the updated bylaws for RIRA.  Ms. Connor stated she 
would volunteer to take a look at the old laws and see what needed to be changed.   
 
 
      
 
       New business:  
       Ms. Silva asked if anyone would be interested in doing the Newport Playhouse in                                     
October.  As there was some interest, she stated she would check on some possible dates 
and report at our next meeting. 
Mr. Autote asked if we changed the days of our Board meetings occasionally, if this 
would help with better attendance.  Ms. Moffat stated she would e-mail everyone for their 
input. 
 
Next meeting:  To be held on September 18th at 9:00 a.m. at ORS Office.  
 
Adjourned:   10:02 a.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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