
Rhode Island Rehabilitation Association 
Board Meeting April, 2011  

 
Present:  Linda Hughes, Sheila Moffat, Paul Autote,  Lynn Paola, Karen Dougherty, 
Regina Connor, and Paula Berard.   
 
Called to order:  9:09 a.m. 
 
Minutes:  March minutes were presented and accepted.   
 
President’s Report:  Ms. Hughes stated that she sent a thank you to our presenter from 
the annual meeting.  She also sent the comments and the payment check.   
Linda thanked Regina for completing the Annual Report to the National Organization. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Joseph Murphy was not able to complete a report for this meeting.   
 
Committee Reports  

 
Program Committee:  

 There was discussion about the month for our future awards presentation.  September 
or October seemed to be the most appropriate months.  Ms. Silva was not present, but 
she will be contacted to help with planning.  Ms. Silva will be getting the awards 
forms out for nominations.   
Ms. Paola suggested we have Chris Balenger do a Yoga Laughter at our awards 
presentation.  She will check on whether the class could be 60 or 90 minutes in 
length. 
Another possible training presentation could be a presentation on Vocational 
Environmental Allergies.  Ms. Berard will check with Dr. Peters at Salve Regina 
University for possible presenters.  Ms. Connor will check with the State Disability 
Groups to see if we can get presenter on accommodations.  There was a suggestion to 
use the Warwick Public Library as a meeting place for this training.  August was 
suggested as a possible month to hold the training.  We will check with Jen Fiske at 
ORS to see if this conflicts with any ORS training. 
As a fun event, we will continue to try to partner with the ORS Wellness Committee 
for a night at the PawSox game in either June or July.  The Wellness Committee will 
be meeting on May 19th, and Ms. Paola will bring this suggestion up at that meeting. 
 
 
Membership 
Ms. Moffat reported that our new RIRA Brochures are now available.  She and Ms. 
Dougherty will be distributing the brochures at ORS to existing members and to 
counselors who are not currently enrolled in RIRA. 
Ms. Moffat is gathering a list of potential community based organizations through our 
ORS liaison counselors and will get ready to do targeted mailings of our brochures to 
them. 
Ms. Paola suggested that we think about collecting $$ monthly towards annual 
membership dues as a way of easing the burden of paying this all at once.  She 
suggested also that we could have a raffle of a yearly membership as a possible 



incentive to join this way.  It was decided that more discussion would be needed on 
this good idea.   

 
 
 

Community Involvement:  
 

Ms. Paola stated that the OSCIL yard sale is being held on Saturday, May 21st 
from 9-2:00 p.m.  RIRA members are called upon to collect and donate yard sale 
items.  Ms. Paola distributed flyers to the Board members in which RIRA was 
clearly featured.  This gave us free advertisement, and a chance to partner with 
another organization to get our own organization recognized.  Ms. Paola will 
forward the flyers via e-mail to ORS counselor who may also wish to donate.  It 
was suggested that ORS could have a competition within the building to see 
which floor could get the most donations.  
 
 

Old Business:  None 
New business:  None 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, May 17th,  9:00 am, in the 5th floor conference room at ORS. 
 
Adjourned: 10:00 am 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
   Paul A. Autote 
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