
                                                           RI Rehabilitation Association                                        March 21, 2013 

Annual Meeting - Rehabilitation and the Legislative Process 

Introduction – Linda Hughes 

General Welcome 

On behalf of RI Rehabilitation Association, we would like to welcome you to our annual meeting and the  

Spring  presentation of RIRA. 

Today’s presentation will focus on the legislative process.   We also plan to present salient issues as  

related to the rehabilitation community.    These are timely topics and we welcome you to learn about 

 the legislative process and encourage your participation in the program.  

 Mission Statement 

Promoting ethical and state of the art practice in rehabilitation with the goal of the personal and                                      
economic independence of persons  with disabilities.                                             

Vision Statement                                   

To be the premier organization of diverse professionals, committed  to the empowerment of all people 
with disabilities. 

Call to Order 

Secretary Presents the Minutes - Paul Autote     

The minutes have been presented to the members.  Members can now take a moment  to review them 
and make corrections, as needed.              

Linda Hughes  At this time do I hear a motion to accept the minutes?       

Karen Dougherty   A proposal is made to accept the minutes.                  

Introduction of Treasurer 

Treasurers  Report – Joseph Murphy  

Linda Hughes:             Motion to Accept 

Karen Dougherty : A proposal to accept the report. 

 



a.) Old Business:                                                                                                                                               1.) 
1.)The 2012 Annual Meeting was held at Fire in North Providence     

       2.)During the year Membership has increased by 1/3.                                                                                                          

       3.) We presented on Chemical Sensitivity and Veterans and the Rehabilitation process.                

       4.) We collected DVD’s for Veterans.                                                           

               5.) We were a sponsor for the AT Conference at the Crowne Plaza in 2012.  

      6.)We reactivated the Planning committee in anticipation of addressing additional timely and  

           contemporary  issues. 

     7.) We reactivated our Legislative committee in hopes of addressing much needed supports  

          for our most vulnerable. 

   b.) New Business: 

1.) We are donating admission to BOB, the play, a show at the Artist Exchange, to people who 
have disabilities. 
 

2.) We are donating Tee Shirts to the RI Statewide Independent Living Council for organizational  

use during their many efforts volunteering for folks with disabilities.  

           3.)   Elections of Board Members and Officers.  

4.)   We plan to donate sponsorship to the 150th year Gala Celebration of Goodwill Industries in RI.    

 

Paul-    At this time we will have the 2013 elections for the executive Board and Board Members of the 
RI Rehabilitation Association. 

Paul-  

The ballots have been distributed to the RIRA Members.  At this time I would like to present results of 
the 2013 elections. 

Executive Board 

President – Sheila Moffat 

President –Elect- Elizabeth Champagne 

Secretary- Paul Autote 



Treasurer- Joseph Murphy 

Board Members 

Paula Berard 

Regina Connor 

Karen Dougherty 

Karen LeBeau 

Lynn Paola 

Susan Silva 

 

****Paul will now introduce Regina to present a plaque to Linda Hughes, out-going president of RIRA. 

Presentation to Linda 

In recognition of Linda’s service 

Linda or Regina will thank the Board and end the meeting. 

Announce Break and ask to return in 5-10 minutes.,. 

 

 

Steve Brunero  - Present Guest Speakers 

 

Elizabeth Champagne - Closing 
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